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Thanks to our Hope Christian School  

Wings volunteers! 

SPECIAL THANKS to our Sponsors: 

 Prison Fellowship & OSL            

Collaborators 

 Guideposts Magazine 

 Zanios Family 

 1697 Foundation 

 Many cookie bakers 

 Many anonymous donors 
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Wings 23rd Annual  
Christmas Party/Family Day Comments 
12-16-17 
Hoffmantown Church 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
The 23rd Annual Wings Christmas Party/Family Day was held at Hoffmantown Church.  Literally 
thousands of gifts were given to Wings by anonymous donors, Chick-fil-a patrons, and Family Life 
Radio listeners.  We are so grateful to these businesses/organizations for their continued support 
and lovely gifts. Wings staff and some volunteers went into the church on Friday and arranged all 
the beautiful gifts in a special area where only the parents got to pick out gifts, and the children 
didn’t know they were there. 
 
On the day of the party over 40 National Honors Society students from Hope Christian Academy, 
Wings staff, and dozens of Wings’ volunteers set up for the party.  Undecorated cookies were 
put on plates for the children to decorate with frosting and sprinkles.  We are SO grateful to all 
the cookie bakers.  The cookies are not only delicious, but every cookie is prayed over and 
blessed, which gives them that extra special taste! Special thanks to Berni who oversees all the 
cookie bakers! The children made special Christmas cards for loved ones, and Hope Christian 
Academy provided angel ornaments which the children could design.   
 
Bags of placemats, cups, napkins and pencils were prepared for each group of 10 people, as 
were bags of “junk” including old wrapping paper, ribbon, tinsel, and paper plates, to decorate 
one person at each table as a “Human Angel”.   
 
Soon the “ROC” room was ready and guests began arriving.  Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings 
founder and Executive Director, led the group in mixers.  People were talking to one another, 
laughing, learning one other’s family Christmas traditions, and celebrating the season. 
 
The party started promptly at 1:00 with Rev. John Rupley leading us in prayer.  Homer Gonzales, 
former NMCD Director of Volunteers and Chaplains, and his band lead the singing. Everyone 
joined in on the carols. Percussion instruments were distributed to everyone, and the music, 
laughter, and many various sounds filled the air.  What a fun, wonderful time everyone had 
singing favorite and treasured Christmas carols. 
 
Next the “ROC” was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus were 
chosen and dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were 
outfitted.  The girls were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two 
rules at a Wings Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became 
“twinkling stars” and “angels” who sang out Alleluia.  (The only other rule is that everyone is 
treated as a Child of God.) 
 

 

mailto:AnnEdenfield@WingsForLIFEInternational.org
http://www.wingsforlifeinternational.org/


Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration since 1995. 
 

 
Wings For LIFE International   

2270 D Wyoming Blvd NE #130 
Albuquerque, NM 87112      

505.291.6412      
AnnEdenfield@WingsForLIFEInternational.org  

www.WingsForLIFEInternational.org 

Everyone participated in the Live Nativity; the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a 
lot of smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how 
it must have been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama and helped us to 
focus on why Jesus’ birth is so important to us today. 
 
Next the children went to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and everyone 
loved decorating the cookies, making a special Christmas ornament, making Christmas cards, and 
making bookmarkers with nativity stickers and scenes.   
 
While the children were making crafts, Ann and Wings staff led the adults to the “gift area”.  
Each adult was given one ticket for each child they brought.  Ann explained that each person 
would enter the room, pick out a gift, and turn a ticket into a Wings volunteer.  They put their gift 
in a large trash bag so the children wouldn’t see the gifts.  The adults kept picking out gifts until 
all the gifts were gone.  The adults then took their bag of gifts to their cars so the children didn’t 
know they had received any gifts. 
 
There were also many Angel Tree families there as well.  So after the families picked out the gifts 
from the general area, the Angel Tree families were led to another room where they were able 
to pick out their Angel Tree gifts.   
 
The children and their families will certainly have a lovely Christmas because of all the donated 
gifts.  THANKS to everyone who donated so many lovely things. 
 
The craft tables were soon cleaned off and the “ROC” was turned into a dining room. Servers 
were picked and each table received a large box of pizza, huge platter of cookies, and crystal 
light lemonade.  Discussion leaders at each table got everyone involved in discussing the party, 
their personal family Christmas traditions, and people got to know one another.  The food and 
tables were cleaned up, and then the final part of the party took place. 
 
An individual from each table whose birthday was closest to Dec. 16 was picked to be the 
“Angel”.  The bag of “junk” was used to decorate the most beautiful angels and soon there was a 
room of angels, all sizes, and everyone again sang out, “Alleluia”.  “Alleluia”.  Laughter filled the 
room and everyone had experienced an early Christmas. 
 
The tables and chairs were reset for future church needs and then everyone formed a huge circle 
around the room.  Doug Sweet closed the Christmas Party in prayer, reminding us of how blessed 
we were to be celebrating the Birth of Jesus and to join together in such a powerful way.   
 
Ann also thanked all the volunteers who helped, the people who provided all the gifts, the cookie 
bakers, and the Hope Christian Academy National Honor students.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
Christmas Party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Christmas Party/Family Day today because: 

1. I was gladly invited. 
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2. My dad who is in jail sent me a Christmas present and I came to pick it up. 
3. A friend had invited us to have fun. 
4. My mother-in-law invited me and my children. 
5. My gramma volunteers here and it’s been a while since we’ve come. 
6. I wanted to be a part of this wonderful event. 
7. Support. 
8. I enjoy the music and visiting with people. 
9. Wanted my great-grandkids to come to a party. 
10. Meet new people and spend time with my mom. 
11. To bring my little ones in, whose father is in prison in AZ and to help Wings. 
12. Because it sounded fun. 
13. Helped get party ready.  Helped to see that people did what they were supposed to. 
14. Volunteer and music. 
15. I was invited. 
16. My daughter invited us. 
17. I was with family. 
18. Fun, games and crafts. 
19. I wanted our kids to have a Christmas. 
20. To enjoy meeting new people. 
21. I am volunteering with my school. 
22. For my great-grandson. 
23. Wanted to spend time with friends and family. 
24. It’s fun. 
25. I love to come to the Wings Christmas Party every year. 
26. I wanted a chance to celebrate the season with others than family and friends.  I also was 

hopeful to be able to provide little Christmas surprises for the children. 
27. To have fun. 
28. Due to Angel Tree. 
29. I came with the Serenity Mesa group. 
30. To have fun and to eat. 
31. Meet other people. 
32. It’s like my second home.  A place that I celebrate every year, and people I love. 
33. I came to help. 
34. I go to the Wings For LIFE meetings and they invited me. 
35. I wanted to do something fun with my family. 
36. Volunteer. 
37. To spend time with my family and get gifts for my kiddos. 
38. My school presented me with the idea to volunteer. 
39. My home church told us about it. 
40. My grandson has both parents incarcerated.  I’m supporting him and the Wings family. 
41. I want to socialize. 
42. I came to be with family. 
43. I love to celebrate with everyone. 
44. I had a volunteer opportunity. 
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45. Because to the fellowship of gathering people. 
46. To enjoy the wonderful event and to learn about the good Lord, Jesus Christ. 
47. Be with family for Christmas. 
48. I came to eat. 
49. I wanted presents. 
50. To volunteer and serve. 
51. I wanted to serve. 
52. Was invited for the kids. 
53. My child likes to come. 
54. I wanted to enjoy the gathering, music and fun. 
55. I’ve come for the past 3-4 years. 
56. I wanted to bring my sister to enjoy everyone being together. 
57. My son’s dad signed us up. 
58. I wanted to volunteer. 
59. Volunteer with NHS. 

The highlights of the party/Family Day for me were: 
1. Seeing the kids hear about the birth of our baby Savior, Jesus Christ. 
2. Food, activities and my present. 
3. Everything, we enjoyed the church volunteers very much. 
4. Praying. 
5. The play and the singing. 
6. The play about Jesus and Christmas. 
7. Being part of the Christmas story. 
8. Fun and the play. 
9. Presents. 
10. Share in activities, meet new people, were invited, upbeat, the pageant, music, seeing all kids 

having a good time. 
11. Being social, geeing to see everyone have a great time. 
12. The singing. 
13. Hanging out. 
14. Play, singing and sharing pizza. 
15. Watching the play. 
16. Spending time with my family. 
17. Being with family. 
18. Happy. 
19. Very excited. 
20. Watching my kids have fun. 
21. Meeting new people. 
22. The crafts and cookies. 
23. Nativity. 
24. The Christmas carols. 
25. The dressing up was very fun and creative.  The singing was fun and beautiful. 
26. Music, activities and all that you do. 

mailto:AnnEdenfield@WingsForLIFEInternational.org
http://www.wingsforlifeinternational.org/


Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration since 1995. 
 

 
Wings For LIFE International   

2270 D Wyoming Blvd NE #130 
Albuquerque, NM 87112      

505.291.6412      
AnnEdenfield@WingsForLIFEInternational.org  

www.WingsForLIFEInternational.org 

27. The live performance and the music as well. 
28. Food. 
29. Making cookies. 
30. The costumes. 
31. Seeing my friends, the play. Pizza and cookies. 
32. Singing, the play and picking gifts. 
33. Meeting new people. 
34. The play. 
35. Making cookies with the kids. 
36. To see the kids have fun. 
37. Helping the kids decorate cookies. 
38. Everything. 
39. Camaraderie of all the families and the support of the volunteers. 
40. The family. 
41. Eating as a family. 
42. The crafts and nativity. 
43. The singing. 
44. The highlights of this event would be to meet all of the different people. 
45. The play and children being angels. 
46. Singing the songs. 
47. Crafts. 
48. The circle. 
49. Carols. 
50. Singing. 
51. Decorating cookies and crafts. 
52. Getting to dress as a Sheppard. 
53. Singing together. 
54. To see kids having fun during activities. 
55. Meeting people and hearing stories. 
56. Excited, happy, thankful. 
57. I liked the play. 

I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Chick-fil-a donors, Family Life Radio 
listeners, the Guidepost Magazines, the delicious homemade cookies, all the lovely 
gifts, and want to tell them thanks and: 

1. May you all have a Merry Christmas and blessed New Year! 
2. I appreciate everything they do for us. 
3. Thank you. 
4. Thank you for your generosity. 
5. Merry Christmas. 
6. God bless you all with my love. 
7. God bless everyone who helped make their party a success. 
8. Happy holidays and Happy New Year. 
9. Many thanks to all the donators. 
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10. The food was good. 
11. Made Christmas special. 
12. Thanks for reminding us that God loves us. 
13. Thank you for making this event possible. 
14. Thank you so much (for my daughter). 
15. Without you, none of this is possible. 
16. Thank you for your help for this important event. 
17. God bless you. 
18. God bless Ann and all the Wings volunteers and staff and thank you. 
19. I am very appreciative for all that you provided at this event.  My family and I had a good time. 
20. Happy New Year. 
21. Merry Christmas and happy holidays.  Thank you. 
22. God bless everyone.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
23. God bless you and thank you.  May you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
24. I love Wings For LIFE. 
25. Appreciate everything. 
26. Thank you for everything. 
27. Thank you, we appreciate all that you do for those incarcerated and for their families. 
28. Thank you so very much. 
29. Thank you and happy holidays. 
30. This was very kind and heart-warming what was done for each family. 
31. What you guys do is truly a blessing to the people you serve and those who take part in it.  

Thank you. 
32. Thank you for the wonderful time. 
33. Thanks oh so much for the wonderful time that I have had.  I will always cherish this for the rest 

of my life, thank you. 
34. We appreciate your kindness and support and all the effort put into this event.  Thanks for the 

pizza party, gifts and fun.  May the dear Lord bless each and every one of you who has helped us. 
35. You are like a light in the darkness, thank you. 
36. God bless you, thank you for spreading Gods love. 
37. Thanks for all the effort put into this event. 
38. Merry Christmas. 
39. Thank you for your continuing support. 
40. Keep up the good work. 
41. Bless you for everything. 
42. Thank you for bringing families together. 
43. Thank you so much for allowing us to come and enjoy the singing and for getting together and 

praying. 

Wings Family Days (parties) should continue because: 
1. Time with family. 
2. It keeps families together. 
3. It gives hope. 
4. It’s important for families both incarcerated or not. 
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5. It is a ministry that aids families in need. 
6. It’s the right thing to do. 
7. It helps prisoners so they can be happy. 
8. Prisoners are human and need positive community. 
9. Because it makes the inmates kids realize that their parents have not forgotten them. 
10. It brings the Christmas spirit. 
11. Keep us safe. 
12. They need all the support they can get. 
13. We all need Wings. 
14. It gives us hope and joy.  
15. It’s a wonderful way to spread the love of Christ. 
16. The innocent children. 
17. They bring people together with the Lord. 
18. It gives an opportunity for kids and parents to communicate more. 
19. Yes, it’s good for the family and kids. 
20. It allows for families to be together happily. 
21. It allows them to talk about God and for them to enjoy themselves. 

How many miles did you drive one way to come to the Family Day? 
4, 15, 22, 23, 25, 26 minutes, 30 minutes.  

 

Extra Comments: 
"Thank you" for making our Christmas so wonderful on Christmas day! My grandson,10 years old loved 
his treats and great gifts. Kermit the frog was his favorite! Also, my extra little gifts for my son and my 
soon to be daughter-in-law loved each of them as well. Your organization is amazing and I can't wait 
until the Lord guides me to my next event. Please keep me in mind if you need further assistance.  
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